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{ H E greateſt EMPIRES and 
ES Monarchs in the World, as well as 
Republicks have erected, and by 
their Aathorities ſupported muni- 
cipal Cities, That is to ſay, they 

have either allowed, or givea Au- 
thority by+their Charters and Imperial Reſcripts 
to great Towns , to choole their own Officers 
and Magiſtrates, and to govern themſelves by 
their own Laws, ſo that their Laws were not 
contrary to the publick Laws of the Soveraign 
Authority. 

They well knew by this means , that great 
ColleQive Bodies of their People would be go- 
verned more gqually and virtuouſly,which would 
zedound- to the honour-of the Monatch ; for in 
that all powers have been continued by him 
with firm approbation aad good liking or deri- 
ved from him ; The wiſe and juſt adminiſtration 
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' tuch powers and authorities, by this means bet- 


ter ſecured aad provided for, would commend his. . 


Goverament and giverhim the hearts of his Peo- 
ple, and likewiſe make him a Prince of better and 
more virtuous Subjes. | 

' For itis hardly poſſible, that Mankind ſhould 
miſcarry in_ their own hands, It is 'impoflible, 
that there ſhould be fach a defeQtion in the com- 
munities of men, from Wiſdom and Virtne; that 
they ſhould not acknowledge, honour and prefer 
them in whomſoever they are found and obſer- 
ved, and chooſe ſuch men into Office that are moſt 
conſpicuous amongſt them by ſuch endowments, 
or at leaſt ſuch as have not diſgraced themſelves 
by their vices and folly. 

If by a leſs heedful choice now and then by 
inadvertency or ſurprife a les worthy man is 
choſen into Office. They ſoon eſpy their mi- 
ſtake, and the miſchiefs they ſuffer-utider ſuch a 
Magiſtrate makes them more curious 1n their after- 
choice, and gives the ſucceeding Officer an ad- 
vantage of making himſelf more honourable by 
correcting the evils the negligence of a bad Magi- 
ſtrate had occaſioned. 

. . They found by experience, that Governonrs 
appointed by the Court were ordinarily Op- 
. preflers, ſought not the Peoples .good but their 
own gain and advantage : for that they had n& 
dependance upon the people, but on the favour 
of the Court where no complaint could be 
heard againſt them. They received no truſt 
fom the People, nog were promoted Ow 
eſteem, 
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eſteem, they conſequently were apt to behave 
themſelves. as if they owed them no duty, and lit- 
tle valued their opinion. - | 

What can be expected in ſuch Governours, but 
inſglency and oppreſſion, and an addictednels tp 
ferve their Court-Patron beyond what they owe 
totheir Princes pleaſure. | 

Lay is negleted which is the publick. will and 
pleaſure of the Prince, and they govern themſelves 
by the: Secret whiſpers of the Courtier that pre- 
fers them. - | . | 
.." Princes that were moſt abſolute did take them- 
ſelves bound to govern by ſuch meaſares, that 
were molt expedicat to procure the publique 
weal. -. 

They therefore governed by Laws, and for the 
Honor of- their high Authority they would not 
tranſgreſs them, they governed by. Laws that 
were well adviſed Gouncels , from. which they 
would not depart, and not by Extemporary re- 
ſolves. They knew that nothing did mere eon- 
duce to the happineſs of the. people, than, to 
have the apteſt men appointed to all Offices z they 
did not truſt themſelves, nor their Courtiers no- 
minations or recommendations tb make: Magi- 
ſtrates in geeat Cities, but committed the choice 
of them to the people, and alſo gave Towns and. 


| Cities power and. authority to make orders, and 


rules for the better governing of themſelves agree- 
able tothe publick Laws. | 
Thefe powers conſtitute muaicipal Gities which | 
haye been always favoured by the beſt of: ſeinees 
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The (upprefling of "Corporations and Communt. 
ties hath'difgrtaced the Memory of +bad Pritices?; 
ſo bad , - that to name them would be a reproach 
tothe beſt of Kings ; it hath been praciſed'by U- 
ſurpers and GConquzrors, 'the; berter- to ſybdue 
Countritsto their pleaſure. TheColledges & Socie- 
ties of Roxre were a ſecond' time purdown by Ju- 
live Cefar, when he got to be perpetual Dictator, 
and was about to raviſh the Komes liberty , bur 
were by Auguſias when he: had affured the Go- 
verament to himſelt oy expreſs Edidt reftored. 


TheRomar ſuppreſſed: the” free Cities 'in Ma- 


cedonia when they firlt Conquered it,6&& Awmmine 
their Conſul in Greece, when Conquered concilia 
onnia Achaie Nationum &+ Phocenſium &- Beto- 
rum ant in alia parte Grtciz delevit, as Livy tells 
us: But afterthey had ſubmitted tothe Rowers, 
Antiqua enique Genti concilia reſtitute ſunt ; their 
Cities were reſtored totheir Governments, Strabo. 

But after this we are very unfortunate , that 
whilſt we enjoy a: Prince” chat : hath aſſured us 
he will govern by Law, that no'right or liber- 
ties ſhall be invaded : a Prince that wants no 
Power , that is not by unqueſtionable right and 
Law eſtabliſhed 'upon him, any pretence ſhould 
be found ,' from'our uthappy diviſions to make 
it ſeem convenient for maintaining the” publick 
peace , that'all Officers and Magiſtrates in Cor- 
porations* muſt be-made at the Courtiers nomi- 
nation, and that too/precarioutly , and the Suc- 
cefſion ſuck” only as ſhall-be by then approved. 
But whatever ſpecious ſhew-of convenience they 
may 
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y of the Popiſb Plot by the Conſpirators them- 

ſelves ) oh we conſider, that by this new 
Form of Corporations, it will be in the. Power 
of a Popifh Succeſſor, to put the Gqyernmene of 
all corporated Towns in England into the hands 
of Paepii#s, This projet appears to have ſuch a 
dire& tendency, and is ſo certain, and.infallible a 
coarſe toextirpate the reformed Religion eftabliſh- 
ed by Law: That ho6a adue conſideration had of 
this unavoidable conſequence of theſe Councels, 
His Majeſty will retra& them we doubtnot, who 
hath folemaly declared he will fapport the Pro- 
teftant Religion eſtabliſhed by Law 3 And puniſh 
thoſe officious perſans, , who have to the Scandal 
of His Majeſties Goverament, by force or fraud 
ſurreader'd their old Charters to the purpoſe, to 
ſubmit to ſuch like unheard of modes of incor- 
poration, that are not onely inconſiſtent with che 
Ends of a Gorporation at. preſent, but threaten 
us with a immediate overthrow of the Proteſtant 
Religion 1n caſe of a Popifþ Succeſlor. 

It would be a ſad Iflue of the Diſcovery of the 
Popiſh Plot, if after the ſeveral endeavors and 0- 
vert Agreements to conſent to Laws for diſabling 
him'to change our Religion : There ſhould in fo 
thort a'time after that ſuch a Power be given from 
our ſelves, as will more effecually enable him to 
'extirpate the reformed Religion, tnan any Law 
that could b2 made for preveating thereof, could 
poſiible thereto diſible Fi, 

To 


Trir manger 
ns ' 3nd” 


y 50 Ir give ns ett Ty 
= Papiſts,'atid RA. nfs of | Ie, 
\ Bur is 15 got {75 the I kaow there” are hy 
that haye. no con Tn for Got igion, "that 
have ys her Religion But Loyalty, « NI Blew 
the onely Die ety 1 'Eartbly þ wer and FS reraigh 
Authotity : Yet Tu havels e conldience ;that c ” 
antient Government ovght to continue, and that 
attempts tQ change it itare, ctithinal i inthe Adviſers, 

I ſhall therefore add, that this new Mode, q 
incorporating Cities and Towns, dork; iþſo ie 
charige the Governmeat : For that vhe'o the three 
States, an eſſential -part of the Govern al 
which is made up of the Repreſcatatives of the 
People, and ought to be choſen” by the People, 
will by this means have five Sixths parts of ſuch 
Repreſentatives, upon the 'matter of the Courts: 
nomination, and not of the Peoples choice, What 
will be the conſequence of ſuch a Parliament, I 
leave all conſidering men ſadly to weigh and 
ponder, and whether this is not a change of the 
Government, let the Adviſers thereof in time re- 
ſolve themſclves. 

- Amonglt Plutarchs Apothegmas I find this ſay- 
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Religion, and a National intereſt againſt Pope- 
. TIy+ 


' Our Enemies know, tat they cah neyer by 
vail and 7h; Wie 7h A of | fe humping our Ke 


ligion, . to tffe ing the G6 
vernment, and the 
liaments. To make prete Narbon xray wh Kia 
ent to their defiga, we are to have a Parlia- 
firent of oaks ion ad. by the oe ode of 
incorporating Towns, radys Piefident, fol. 
249. of writs. on Hh to the Sheriffe, . to Sum- 
tnon ode Knight for a County, att one Citi- 
zctt for a (City, Lc ole: the writ in 27 E. 3. 
which appeats eeny by. 'the record it ſelf not to'be a 
Patlizment) is not of weight e- 
't0 hike it downright lawful for the King 
to hame; who ſhat! be of the Houſe of Coth- 
thor, Obliquand; ſunt 'þ »«s by this fide-wmd 
may” gain the point, But to prepare the 
People tor "admitting this in to pals _ 
them, 
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them , our lateſt Parliaments are to be dif. .. 


814c fc. 


A Cabal takes upon. theraſelyes to Cenſure and 
arraign their proceedings , and. expole them t 
the Nation under, what miſrepreſeatations they 
pleaſe, becauſe they would not be confin'd ta 
len ogy = dycfogs 
pyalty (certainly) 15 to be mgalured by bis a; 
Srocalenth ro chelt projecth..::.r. : te - 


" They endeavour to make the Nation believe 
that a convention of the beſt bred Gentlemen 
ig England of the greateſt. forttines, .do. not, un- 
derſtand the inereft of the King and Kiggdom, 
nor are-ſo faithful to. 1f as a few;imen got .toge+ 
ther by :chance, that. are accumulating honors, 
and making their fortunes, by notable projets 
ypon the Government. . Tho unhappy. they are, 
that, they. have not. ;yet made. themielves .cogs 
ſpicuaus, either. for. cher, Wildom or. Virtue... * ; 


But whatever, that great Aſſembly, reſolves in 
. any matters ; That, by the Laws and ,Cuftams 

of Parliament, fall under their deliberatiad. ( 
Kings, have- the liberty of. diſſenting,” . they: 
bave likewiſe -a liberty of diſſcating from, th 
Kings deſires, for no Law can. be made with- 
out them ; and they who have the Power to 
give moneys, can deny 'it when askt) . it 1s, a, 
Crime - to Cenſure and blame then. And..A 
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| Crime.'of #high' nature, it muſt needs bein any 


Subje&: of this Government, for that it tends to 
the deſtruftion of the Governmear it ſelf, 


But endeavours to lay them aſide, is Treaſon 
againſt the King, his Crown and Dignity, for 
that 'it will make him a very mean King, or 
turn him intoa Wicked and Miſerable Tyrant. 
And therefore our beſt Kings have always had 
a; high Regard to their Parliaments, and if it 
be a Crime to diſhonor the King, it is fo like- 
wiſe to diſgrace Parliaments. And he is a dolt 


or a Papiſt, and a Traytor to the Government ; 


that doth not thus conclude and determine. 


. If it be a Scandalum Magnatum to reproach, 
a: mean Judge, for erring and miſtaking in his 
Office.” It is inſufferable, thata vile Pamphle- 
teer ſhould revile the States of the Realm for 
the >exercile-, of their high and uncontrovulable 
Authority ; ſach infolencies againſt the Govern- 
ment, ought not to be reſpited untill doomſday, 
or the Sitting of a Parliament. But ought im- 
mediatly to be proſecuted by every man that 
loves his Country, and the publick peace, to con- 
digne- puniſhment. 


But if theſe arts ſhould prevail to bring about 
a. change 4n our Government (as they cannot ſure 
in-the Reign of our preſent gracious King, who 
hath given us aſſurance in his publick declarati- 
B 2 ons 
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ons' agantt fob fears): yer anc Ehorhics lawow, | 


that their eumbers are nor vifibly great : Add 
they can have no. hopes. of ſubduing the Nation 
to their Religion by their own numbers, and by 
their own [praper- {ireagrh. | 


They have therefore engaged a party of Pro- 
teftants to: their aſhiſtance, by raiſmg; in them ap- 
prehenfions of a party of Protcftants, which: they 
call diflenters, as: dangerous to the Goveramenc 
and the Church of Emplerd, againſt whom there> 
tore: they ought in every thing tob2 conrary. 


Many Proteſtants they have thus abufed, and. 
divided from the true intreſt of the Church of 
, and have engaged- them in courſes , 
that tend to her deftraQtion under rhe prerext: 
_ "of their being contrary. to. her Enemies the: dif- 
ſenters. | 
They are taught to: hate a Presbyterian as a 
Jeſuit, or to. have as much kiadaefs. for a Jeſuit 
as a Presbyterian, which wilt betrer ſerve rhe 
purpoſe of an Obſervaror. 


This Frace-maker and: Scaremaths to the: vain 
youth of the nation, is ever eaterchanging the 
Charaters of men, diſguiſiag truth with colours 


af falſhood . pleaſantly deceiving you with the. 


ſhiftings and turns of his inept Wit, and mak- 
ing himſelf merry with the abuſe, confounding 
things of. the moſt ſeparate nature te embroyle 

| us 


| ora ragedy. 


Prayers and Tears, and <expofe us-.to Marty r- 
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_ than'it is, and b an 

Have tt time cord the frowardn frownrdn 

rers, aridaccommodared rhe SET 

the irreconcileable Enertiyes of out 

firſt occaſion'd, and ar preferit. By th ion a 


manage and improve; to. its Dean, 


The Diviſion thar: our: Eriemys' Have tide?” a 

—_ you, for this purpoſe, is that which op- 

your Charter, and the. continuance of your 
mnicipel rights, and in this, you. of that. 
viſion, 'do miniſter 'to their Deſign: , 


As- many as. are for deftro the” Char- 
ter, are for no Parliament, or for the new de: 
ſigned Conſtitution of Partiamenrs,, have more 
hatred againſt the Diffenters than Zeal againſt. 
Popery: Their in ugh is-Slavery, their Keligi- 
on the Princes picaf 


They are not for a legal Defence of. their Re- 
lJigion; but abandon it, to negltft, rmiock us with 


dom, 
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invite Tyranny, call for Perſecution, ſeem fo 
of Fire and Faggot- Some of little underſtanding 


aſa Non Bo Ee > ſelves, are ex- 
culable; 35 milguiged, dy 
l 


by ſom at. your Miniſters, 
wha, are in good LY begging Preferments 
Dignitys and Benefices for themſelves, by offering 
YT books up our Church to a voluntary 
Maztyzdom. , But theſe good men and merciful do 
not igtend to Hinge a Finger of their.owa ; It is 
enough for 'them to commend Martyrdom. The 
Honor they do thereby to the Chriſtian Relisi- 
on, doth deſerve they ſhould be exempted ; It is 
too much 'in all' reaſon both to do and ſuffer, 
and to exhibit: both ative and paſſive obedience. 


It is wonderful that that cauſe, that could not 
yet. draw one profeſſed Popiſh Prieſt to write for 
!t; tho* To much it is for their intereſt to have it 
defended, becaufe it is not by any colour of rea- 
ſon to be defendef, they can be any thing it ſeems, 
but Fools, for their Religion, and they will not {o 
diſgrace-it:It is a wonder that that cauſe hath found 
Writers and Preaghers for it of our Proteſtant Di- 
vines. But the Romer Prieſts have out Church in. 
Deriſion, certainly for the ſake of the-diſhoneſty,, 
weakneſs or folly of theſe men. The moſt fitting 
Teturn to theſe-men, is a ſcornful ſilence, or rather 
to note them with ignominy, for undertaking 
What the Roman Prieſts are aſham'd of. That, 
which 
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Bur ſuch-med--2s chik kave: helpt' to:make the 
Diviſion: of thoſe Meh, 1thav are 1againſtChar- 
ters,.and \Goveraments of: nuinicipaliCiryes- and 
Towns, (wbichrart on qpngedrrarrged > non 
Fopty7). pore; aumerobs; 0 mmouftpils” 1's 

\ Bis to -make the. Numberiſe&, andt6 TY yor 
to+the- Bran,].l pray. refle& a little. 

For/you-canfiat be igoarant: of ;their. devices, 
fox: thefubventiog, of 6ur-1antzzno:GCovenjuicas, 
that! #4yery may/'tical mapon:us:anl farprizg/ies; 


ay 1b which . 


anent, t 
Gtances. 


| intended by 

of the Church of Eng/and, the Bulwar 
Proteſtant Religion” arid declared rhe Pop}Þ'Plot. 
Againſt this Parliament they could never: have 
objzeQFed che miſchiefs: of - hat in- forty -one.. If 
there :was BO. other: reafon therefore - for diffol- 
wing that Parliament, our Coaſpirators had, from 
this z1d only, ſafficienc.reafon co get (it Yillol- 
ved. .Diſſolve them they - might, diſgrace thetti 
with ſuch icmputations rhey-could not Bat mw 


ic 4/"a7s theroſgrechazgeck With dufigns 
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defirable, and” the-trug Govenament. et-leaft fulr 
penny and ready. to-de aboliſhed or made quite 
another' thing; undex'the- a1d\.name-for, the. ber- 
ter ſubve ihe ſine colour; our antient. Gage 
verniment dro ata 17 5 Jod I: 


But ice is rrezended, the laſt Parlia- 
ments had -no-greater fault than. this (444), That 
they,-did make - ſome; Sverturs:far redugin the 
Setulmes, add. the: terms ofthe: 
munion Y our Church receptive of the diſſen- 
ters, (leaſt ay o_ joyn with the'Papifts a- 
guiuſt: hex forduch J' mir - Juite 
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uverio to Poperys 
cu ey wt tear bribed: oif tby!rany fer 
a/ecotmon 1odulgence-'': The: Ditſenters 


ate repreſented and cupated: as>'En 
Chinchy of Englujdy for. which the: woo ens 
lave' undoubredly/an unfeigabs kindneſs. (Gif you 


will believe thetty they gerithont perſecuted! for 
her ſake meerly, and as her Enemics. 


- Bur thi truth: is, 'ituiſe tmen haverttul wn ur- 


ter abhorrehce apainſt Popery andthe br, nd 
joyn/farwardlyund Zeal oy et. n 


This their commendable xeal; 
the /Cullhropes es wr, andan 


wbclioved 


Fanaticks, and' every. thing, shey : {ay of 
thwarted, contradiftedland cenhured as 


& and fanatical 3 01 

by aq to pals, that:no; mars reaſiin 
is regarded ; the/true \ftate- of 'things/;and .gur 
preſent condition, 'the- arts \of- our: Enemies [and 
their deſigns are not confidered : Bur whatever 
we lay or do is fanaticiſme, favors” of forty one. 
By this Arrifice they tye together a ſort of men 
amongfR; you that 'contider 1utle, and; make of 
them” an obltinate party which: they Aft and 
manage, and engage in courſes ,, which tend to 
their own and the publick ruin, with an utter 
-negle& of Rights, Laws, and antient con{titutions ; 
nay, they endeavour to ſubvert them all, that 

C 2 they 


tyiis from-pour ira ec nt d3ivy mrorene 4.10 
eI&ITTE Ng 2znie 1211 gbds 1 novo = 
1 /Yoot-CharterGovertitneac and Privitedgeatia 
n0:Enemies that can!hure-thetn,! Ha foor i wo lien 
againft jou "it is! only; cthat>your 


to be defended. - So: txatſparted:are manners yolt- - 
grown with the humor ) tel, | rv and con- 


got: dill 


apo che; Poflyh, (Mor, 
et ate' (called! ks Fog : Which 


[the aqanogs arth, , ad 
are re yh 


doors ren Qu ;arg 
op aipe fort 1 mar ring enore 
beckfc-chefeDifſencers 1h nad, View obo 
majority. its- in deending ito; dp Chiarter had ne; 
vep been-artach'd if! ou had not been 
| perſwaded to be ws = rego. its | and at 
the fimeaimerſeent: weary of tbe ancient 
Governmehit;'iand | of:your Religion; and 
willing'to' part with them :tog,1by the Embrar 
ceties of ſuch: Perſons that fear a Parliament 
more/than 'Doomſday: By-the influences of theſe 
Men | who.aze:for- malouog '2:/New Governinent, 
becauſe:they. cannot Liye under. the ; Old,. you 
are made content to- forego your "Charters: and 
the Antient Government, the ſafeguard of our 
Religion and the Engliſh Liberty,,; for ſuch new 
Eſtabliſhments as theſe RR oa will _n 


"S), 
'uhd FONT you®: who! will ule 
'cerrainly"6s'your' caſinef doth ou = 
Val 98 1397 k. S$T&l} V9 
res "Ov"! Warrants his 'ever been brought t''a- 
gainſt your City t6' defttvy» youy-! 
k Goyernment for petitioning His Maje for 
ment ns time of a Popib! Plor' avieme 
geieRed; but not duly' puniſhed nor prevented, 
when- we ure under th Fears. of a? opiſh Sae- 
ceſſor, againſt. 'whicte Partiaments : rd hererq- 
fore conſulted how to ſecure our Religion, and 
of-the* ng 'power 'of ' France * which” every 
- Man living pare: nds: -had 'not fome for nd 
other: bar 4 r that they wilt be a gt _ 
ſemers diſliked petitioning. Your di 
eltiohing} is'the- only reaſon in the- Wards Fall 
unlawfulneſs of it. Without that it had been 
impoſſble to have had a Lawyers opinion, that 
a Petition to 'the King was unlawful:” made in 
fortaas'the Law direCts-or allows,” for a thing 
lawful 'and rieceſſary: (viz.) that we might have 
our Government in uſe , ! when: we had 'the 
ateſtneed of jr, and that a Parliament might 
it when we were under Evills ſcarce ſufferable, 
that! no Power or Authority but that of a- Par- 
liament could redreſs.” Lawyers have opinions 
to- ſell' ar any / time; if they- have the opinion 
of a' forward and probable - Dr, (tho" never fo 
corrupt -or corrupted t0: miſtake) or of the many 
to countenance themi, - tho” they. have not 
ae leaſt colour'of reaſoruto ſupport them. And 
accord- 


But by your diflent from it, it hath got 
appearance of a Crime: And the Plotters have 
gor this advantage upon us thereby, 'that His 
Majeſty s not like to have any Petations agai 

them, ſince they are declar'd uagrateful to His Ma- 
zeſty, and he is become more inacceſſible. '-They 
have brought it about, that it is now accounted - 
a fault to defire a Parliament, that only can ant 
will redreſs our Grievances. I will ſhortly ſhew 
you how contrary you are herein to the provi- 
ſion of our Law, and that_you have herein de- 
prived as much as in you lyes, your fellow Sub- 
zetts af their rights ia the Government. By the 
Stat, 


Cor) 
Stat. of +4 3.- RE 246 36E. 3.'C. 16. It is 
provided' that Parliamems CRES: once every 
Year, which are pie wdbe an AR of this 
King call the Toni AQ. In 25 E. 
te of Proviſors are contamed theſe Fer: 
That the-right t” of he Crewn of E 
thit 'the Law'of 'the ſaid Realm is a 
tpon the. miſchiefs 'and damages which r Alone 
on Realm,the King onght #nd is bound by Oarh 
the accord' of his People in his Parhament 
Gia, and Law,'in removing the miſ- 
d damages whichthereof cnfſu'd. 


Kj Ed. 1. did appoint certain ſelet Perſons 
of the'Clergy and os h to examine the wrongs 
done to*Ris People by. his Minifters, in-order To 
the redreſs thereof: in the approaching Parlia- 
ment. x7 Ed. 3. Dors Memb. 2, inthe 15th. of 
Ed. 3. a Drelaration was openly made in the Par- 
Bantient, que theſcurs (faith the Rolls) que fe ſeme 
greves, per le Rey on fes Miniſters -ou autres que 
als metroient lour petitions avants C& ils averont 

ec conenable remedy #. e. That all People 
—_ erg þ I 19 any mat- 
-#er;”even by (rhe King himſelf, tis Officers -or 
rth dheir Porno no fd 


3 dy wr _ nventent 
ES: 46" Sem-ordeig Rot. Pal. Fre W.. 
tScy 


. F. the like-was - done 'by Writ 
of Summons of Parliament 21. 3. part 2. 
. Dors Memb. 9. and-in open Parliament 37 E4. 
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: Rot; Parl. B 24.: .The.: Divines's .thax 
we *: C x x, prevent te inpendea | 
vils,, will OS: us at leaſt Prayers;and Tears. 
Sure then, - then they mee... to pe h age? 


to. petition, the Throne, a 


$7 congr at the Foot - Tool, of of Hs. Mgt: 
a't 


ties to G 


Qur Enemies the Ppiſts cannot TIED con- 
demn our Petitions as unlawful, tho' they are 
afraid of them ; for that they may Potbbly: oÞ- 
tain to prevent their Deſign, 


A bloody Afſaſſinate and Cut-throat is not 
made more cruel, by the wailings and. 
nate beſeechings 'of the innocent Man, for his 
Life. Though, they give the Villain ſome troy- 
ble, and it more uneaſy to him. to do. 


feat, by the regrets which he ſuffers from his Hy- 
manity, aakened by Pity, moving intreatics and 
expoſtulations. 


1 
. 


But 
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But it is ſuſpeRed you are like to have litt'e 
ſucceſs in your intentions, to deſtroy the Char. 
ter in Courſe of Law, to which you are per. 
verſly' ated by your dripleaſure againſt the Dif 
ſenters, and others whom you caulleſly hate and 
unreaſonably oppole for their ſake, 


And therefore you have Jon by the wa 
of tat, and have procured that the great O 
ces of the City are executed by Men not duly 
thereto choſen , for the bringing this about you 
haye uſed ſuch bad arts, as would quite deſtroy 
your credit and ſhut you out of all Commerce, 
if they were practiſed in your private dealings ig 
- your Trades and Occupations. If you ſeriouſly 
refle& and conſider the methods that have been 
uſed for that purpoſe, and will allow the ſame 
Rule, which is obſerved by you in your: private 
tranſations and trade, for publick affairs and 
adminiſtration of publick rights (which are in 
their nature Sacred of a publick concern, the 
violation of them more - hurtful, ſcandalous , 
and criminal) and in this, your Conſideration al- 
ſo will l:y afide your factious animoſities againſt 
the other party, to which you have turiouſly 
made your ſelves oppoſite ; you will be herein 
RIf condemn'd, I will not remember the parti- 
culars of fat they are freſh in your memory, 
and your own thoughts, (if any thing ) muſt 
D | maks 
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make you wiſe and recover your underſtand- . 
MNgs. .. + 7 5 

But by this Courſe-you have Evacuated. your 


Charter in fat, and have already Officers: of a 
Forreign nomination, > 


You have given trouble and diſgrace to the 
Old Sheriffs, that were ouly cholem to their 
Office, and. acquitted themſelves faithful to rhe 
Rights of the Charter , not only depriv'd them 
of the reward that is due to a faithful and. ſtre- 
nuous diſcharge of ſo difficult an Office, but 
blame them and reproach them, and for their 
good deed fake, go about to deprive the City 
of a free choice of ſuch Officers for the time to 
come. Who will be moſt gratifyed by theſe 
proceedings with little recollection you may ea- 
lily conclude, I | 


They haue already condemned the Charter 
and City, and have executed the Magiſtrates in 
Effigie upon the Stage, ina Play called the Duke 
' of Guile, frequently acted and appiauded ; : in- 
tended moſt certainly to provoke the rabble in+ - 
to rumults and diſorder. The Roman Prieſt had 
no ſucceſs ( God be thanked ) when he anima- 
ted rhe People not to. ſuffer theſe ſame Sheriffs 
to be carried through the. City to the Tower 
Priſoners, Now the Poet huh undertakes for 
thei being kicked three. or four times a We:zk 

about 
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abour the Stage to the Gallows, infamouſly, ro- , 
gued and raſcalled, to try what he can do to- 
ward. making the Charter forfeitable by ſome 
extravagancy and diſorder of the People, which 
the Authority of the beſt governed Cities have 
not been able to prevent fometimes under far leſs 
provocations. 


But this ought not to move the Citizens, v hen 
he hath ſo malitiouſly and milchievouſly repre- 
ſented the King, -and the Kings Son, nay and 
his favorite the Duke too, to whom he gives the 
* worlt ſtrokes of his unlucky fancy. 


He puts the King under the perſon of #. 34. 
of France , who appeared in the head of the 
Parifian Maſſacre. The Kings Son under the 
perion of the Duke of Guiſe, who concerted it 
with the Queen Mother of France, and was (lain 
in that very row by the righteous judgment of 
God, where he and the Queen Mother had firſt 


contrived it. 


The Duke of Guile ought to have repreſented a 

great Prince, that had inlerved to ſome moſt dete- 

able Villany, to pleaſe the rage or luſt of a Ty- 
rant. 


Such great Courticrs have been often Gcrih- 
ced to. appeaſe the furies of the Tyrants guilty 
as 2 con- 
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conſcience, to Cexpiate for his Sin, and to attone 
the People, | : 


Beſides that a Tyrant naturally ſtands. in fear 
of Miniſters of mighty wickedneſs : he is always 
obnoxious to them, he is a ſlave to them, as 
long as they live they remember him of his 
guilt, and awe hin; Theſe wicked Slaves be- 
come moſt. imperious maſters, They drag him -. 
to greater evils for their own impunity , than 
they firſt perpetrated for his pleaſure and their 
own ambition. | 


But- ſuch are beſt- given up to publick | Ju- 
ſtice. . But by no means to be aſſaſſinated. Un- 
till this age, never before, was an aſſaſſination 
invited, commended and encouraged upon a pub- 
lick Theatre, 


It is no wonder, that Trimmers ſo they call 
men of ſome moderation of that party ) diſpleaſe 
them: For they ſeem to have Deſigns for which 
it behoves them to know their men, they muſt 
be perfetly wicked or perfetly deceived of the 
Catiline make, bold and without underſtanding, 
that can adhere to men that publiquely profels. 
Murthers, and applaud the Deſign. 


Caius Ceſar ( to give unto Ceſar the things that 
are Ceſers) was in the Catiline Conſpiracy, and 
then the word was he that # mot with ws us 4- 


geinſ 


| it {42 A 
ainft us, for the laſtruments of wickedneſs m 
be men, thar are reſolure and forward, and with- 
out conſideration 3 or they will deceive the deſign, 

and relent when they eaterprize. 


But when he was made Ditator and had ſome 
pretences, and a probability by means leſs wick- 
ed and miſchievous to arrive at the Govern- 
ment, his words was he that is not againſt us is 
with ws, But to Pompey only it bennged , and 
to his cauſe or the like cauſe; to the naders 
of antient eſtabliſhed Governments, of the Engliſh 
. Monarchy and Liberties, to ſay they that are not 
with us are againſt us, in internecino bello in at- 
tacks upon . Goverament, medis pro heſtibus. ha- 
bentur neutral- men are Tray-tors, and aſſiſt by 
their indifferency to the ion of the Go- 
vernment, As many as applaud this play ought 
to be put under ſureties of the peace, and yet 
not one Warrant that we hear of yet granted . 
by the Lord Chief Juſtice, 


But it is not a Dake of Guiſe to be aſfaſſina-- 
ted, a Turbulent, wicked and haughty Covurtier. 
But an innocent - and gentle Prince, as well as . 
brave and renowned for noble Atchievements z 
A Prince that hath no fault, but that he is the 
Kings Son, and the beſt too of all his Sons, 
{nth a Son as would have made the beſt of Em-. 


perors happy. 
Except: 


” * LE 
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- Except it be"thar the People honor him and 
love him, andevery where publiquely and lowd- 
ly ſhew it. But this they do, for that the beſt 
People of England have, no other way left to 
ſhew 'their Loyalty ro the King, and love to 
their Religion and Government, 1n long intervals 
of Parliament than by proſecuting his Son, for 


the ſake of the King and his own merit, with <« 


all the demonſtrations of the higheſt eſteem. 


But he hath not ufed his Patron 'Duke' much 
better, for he hath put him under a moſt diſmal 
and unfortuuate Character of a-Succellor, exclu- 
ded from the Crow: by A of State for his Re- 
ligion, . who fought h's way to the Crown,chang'd 
his" Religion, and dyed by the Hand” of 'a' Roman 


Aſfaflinate. 


It is enough to make his great. Dukes cou- 
rage quail, to find himſelf under ſuch an un- 
lucky _and diſaſtrous repreſentaiion, and thus 
perforated. Beſides he hath offered a juſtifica- 
| tion. of an A& of Excluſion againſt a. Popiſp 
Succeſſor 'in a Proteſtant Kingdom, by remem- 
bring whiar was done againſt the King of vevar. 


" The Popiſh Religion in France did de fas by 
A of State exclude a Proteſtant Prince, who 1s 
under no obligation from his Religion, to deſtroy 
his Popiſh SubjeRts, 


Though 
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Though a Popiſþ Prince is to deſtroy his Pro- 
teſtant SubjeRs. | | 


A 'Pepiſh Prince to a Proteſtant Kingdcm, 
without more muſt be the moſt infufferable Ty- 
rant, and exceed” the Charafter that any ſtory 
can furniſh for that ſort of moniter. And yer 
all the while to himſelf a religious and an ap- 
playvded Prince ; difcharged from the tortures 
that ordinarily: tear 'and+ rend the hearts of the 
moſt cruel - Princes, and make them as uneaſy 
to themſelves as they are to their: Subjets, and 
ſomerimes prevail (o far as-to-lay. ſome reſtraints 
upon their wicked minds. TR 


But: this his Patron-will-impute, to his want 
of Judgment, for this Poets Hero's are common - 
ly tuch Monſters as Theſens and” Hercules are, 
renowned "throughout all Apes for deſtroying, 


But to excuſe him, this man hath forſaken 
his poſt, and entered. upon an other . province. 
To the Obſervator it belongs to confound truth 
and falſhaod, and by his falſe colors and impo- 
ſtures to pur out 'the Eyes bf the 'People; . and 
leave them+ without underſtanding. | 


But 1 Poet hath not: fo much art lefr -him 
as to fraine any thing agreeable, or very-/imilar 
; | to 


(to?) | 
* amuſe the People, or - wherewith to deceive 
tAaem, 


His Province is to corrupt. the manners of the 
Nation and lay waſt their morals, - his underſtand- 
ing is clapt, and his brains are vitiated, and be 
is to rot the Age. 


His endeavors are more happily applyed to 
extinguiſh the little remains of the virtue of the 


Age by bold impieties, 'and Woo Religicn by 
impious and inept Rhimesz to confound virtue 
and vice, good and evil; and leave us without 


conſciences, 


And thus we are prepared for deſtruction. 


But to give the World a taſt of his Atheiſm and 
Impiety, 1 ſhall recite. two of his Verles, as reci- 
ted upon the Stage vis. 


For Conſcience, and Heavens fear, Religious rules 
They are all State bells to toll 4n pious'foals, 


which I have done the. rather, that ſome ho- 
neſt Judge or Juſtice. may direc 'a pony againſt 


this bold impious man : or ſome honeſt Surro- 
gate or Official may find leaſure to' proceed ex 
Hicto againſt him, notwithſtanding at preſent, 
they are ſo incumbered with the Diffenters, 


\ 
Such 
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Tide inde: ans. ;n, by 
that it carries with it Ares das rector 
the preſerving of the honor of your Awvguft Ci- 
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hat. you do nat hereafter authorize the St 

to C and revile your great Officers and Oth- 
ces, - by the indignities your - ſelves do them x 
whiltt rhe Papiſs clap their hands. and triumph 
at your publick diſgraces ; and ia the hopes they 
conceive thereby of che ruine * of your Govera- 
"ment, as if that were as ſure and certain to them, 
. & it is to us without doubt thac they. once fir- 
ed it. 

And: further, for that it was fit to ſet forth 
to the World of what Spirit our Enemies are, 
how they intend to attach us: As alſo how bold-- 
they are with His. Majeſty, what'falſe and. di- 
honorable repreſentations they make of him, and 
preſent to the World upon a publick Theatse , 
which I muſt confeſs hach moved me with ſome 
paſſion. ' lr s 
I have' now ſome miſtakes to remove that I 
obſerve. abuſe-you,' and make you think that it 
is" n+ your- power to deſtroy your Franchiſes.” I 
come-to defend your Charter againſt your rear 
ſon and vaderſtandiag 3 though againſt your will 
there is nothing .can_ be faid- if ' ix be perempto- 
ry and obſtinate : But that it can have no L,: 

c et 
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The tyiſtakes are theſe. | © 494-247 12801 
That the Excommunication of Diffenters: ren- 

der them vuncapible of ſuffrage: aad voice in the 

election of your Officers. 1201 1 £21099; 5g 

That by thruſting them from a right. of- Suf- 

frage a Common Councit may be had, that will 

diſpoſe of the Charter. - And that the Common. 

Council have authority to deſtroy it. L | 
Which are both :- miſtakes. - And-1T ſhyll- hke- 

wiſe make out to you, that the Shertfaltics af Zox- 

don and Middleſex; 'are in the City by courle- of 

Common Law, or by Statute Law; and are. not. 

of the nature of a voluntary grant from the Crowa. 

of a meer right, nor can they be conſidered as a. 

property that is alienable, forif' they were ſo,they 


__— lawfully be regranted by thoſe 'in whom: the. 
ri 


Tight is. | | 
0 that m cannot be diſplacd but by AR of. 
Parliament, tho the conſent of every Citizen were. 
thereunto had; © 3-241» 4.3 304%: 
And firſt, that excommunicate Diſſenters have a 


_ © right to chooſe City Officers notwithſtanding; their 


excommunication 1s evident. a ; 

For that excommunication forfeits no. private. 
right.” If a Plaintiff excommunicate ſues, his ex- 
communication is pleaded indelay only and not in 
abatement of the writ, But outlawry pleaded a-- - 
bates the writ, and barrs the Action,  . 


If 
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- * If g-Mayor ſues in his incorparate capacity, a plea 
of excommunication. is nor atlowablero ſtay pro- 
ceedings;/ for that its. a; publick right tha; he pre: 
tends to', | but excommunication of an Executor 
will tay the Suit, -tho he fnes in another right ;_no 
EXCOMMUNication is a9 be pleaded- in delay of the 
proceſs in judicial. writs, as in Quare nox admi;t, 
-orina ſcire facies. upog a judgment z becau'e the 
right is aſcertained by the, judgment, and it is nor 
milicant as in an original ation, Nd 4 
And tho it be allowed, that a perſon. Excommw- 
nicare may be challenged if he be returned upon a 
© Jury, which-is ſaid in ſome of our old Books, as 
Sir £dw, Cook obſerves, Littleton fol. 158. 2.. yet that 
was inthe time of the tyranny of the Papal Church, 
which was-wont to doom to damnation, fuch as 
' were guilty of the leaſt contradiction againſt her 
order, as it perfeQly wicked ,.or where the perſon 
.challenged was _Excommunicate by the greater 
Excommunication, which declared the perion fo 
Excommunicate . perfectly wicked: an Apoſtate 
from the Faith and Rule of the Chriſtian Religion, 
-Such is not the preſent Excommunication of Dil- 
ſenters, W:7; 
Yet there is a difference between refuſing to ac- 
cept of a man to an Office, ſuch is the nature of che 
challenge of a Jury. man, and. between«he exclu- 
_ ding a man from his right and franchiſe in a matter, 
1n which rhe Community alſo hath a right. ' + 
-, By what we have ſaid, it is clear that by Excom- 
.mugication no right 15 LAI no publick 'right 
BS " " 
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is dela hd fnees rights 5 paging. -"Fhat che 
the right of the Community. That at this day Sir | 
Edw, Cook (ſeems to think that Excommunication is 
no matter of challenge to a Jury man, and if it 
were it cannort preclude a right, tho it makes a man 
© incompetent, or not io fit to be voluntary called 
forth and preferred to excaute a charge. lr is very 
clear therefore, that for Excommunication no man 
ought to be thruſt from his righe of ſuffrage-and the 
Franchiſe of a Citizen. - 

And well is it, that the Law is ſo orelſe there 
had remained a lurking miſchief behind in our Law 
as miſchievous almoſt, as the writ for burning of 
Hereticks lately abrogated, for 

As ſoon as we can get a ſet of Popiſh Clergy, it 
is but interpreting the doctrine of the Church' of 
England, as Seni#s .Clars hath done to the ſence of 
the Council of Trent, and thereby make the do- 
arine of the Trent Council the doarine of the 
Church of Exg/axd, and then every Proteſtant muſt 
immediatly 1ncurr. Excommunication. Now if 
thereby we ſhould looſe our franchiſes and the 
rights of Freemen, the Papiſts would have the Go- 
vernment, and we uſed as Slavesand Villains for 
ever, and by this _ without a Law,or Parlia- 
mw, GH fide the Religion of the nation may 
be chang'd. | x 

F is very extraordinary, that when this miſ- 
chief cannot happen #0 us by Law. We. are 
making Prefidents againſt our ſelves, w——_ 

\ F! | 
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am 
ſaſtain at 

me Jeave 

not make - 

when we 

may fall into their "caſe. 

lay for' they, you have no reaſoh to be an 
with them, for that they 

with the: P iatereft for 
and exemption. to themſelves from the 


'y 
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5 much leſs have you reaſon -to neg] 
Defence of your Goverament and Religion, be- 
_ cauſe they adhere ſteadily to it. But if they had 
not ſo behaved themſelves, we ſhould not have 
wanted an honeſt man of ſence — ou, 
to have divided from the intereſt of City: 
and its antient Ri Tf 
Neither is it.in the Power of a Common Conn- 
cil, whoever they be that are ſworaof that bo- 
dy, and howevereleced, inclined or diſpoſed, to 
te by any AR of theirs frgm any of the 
Cities Rights and Franchiſes. They are not the 


Body in whom the Rights and Franchiſes of the 
City are veſted. The ſtile of purcha(e is the May- 
or and Commonalty of the City of Zowdoy, and 
the moſt modern ſtile ur uſe is the Mayor Com- 
—_— and Citizens i pg City of London, 

Their beginning is of a much later date than 
the Cirys Chan 


ers of Corporation, they were - url 
eretee - 


the « 
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creed and hive receiv'd ſeveral alterations by con- 
ſtitutiqns made in the Common Hall.” Their bufi- » 
neſs angcruſt is to manage and defend, govern and 
protet,as Committees, the'Rights of the City,and 
make b y Laws whiich 'are' controulable notwirh- 

' ſtanding, and forneximes Have ſtood/in need of core 
' firmatioa by the Common Hall. And this confi- 
dered they are put under an Oath togive' good ang , 
true Counſel, touching rhe Cotnmod-weal of the 
'City,and rhat for favor oPany man they ſhall main- 
wg nn fingalarprofit againſt-*he Commonprofir of 
the City. | 4 03 MI OEIORS fa 
» Fad dq nothing validly in prejudice of the 
;Citys Rights and Franchiſes Andi they have any 
'conlcience of 4 limitel troftunderan Oath to be , 
obſerved and kepr, they wiltnotattempt-ic, 


Perhaps the diflolving of this great Cerporation 
'will be too adventurous an undertaking, -for that 
1t, may be charged with the extinguiſhment of mia- 
ny excellent Laws for the'advantage of Trades for 
the better | Government,of the Cit Ln the cuſto- 


mary Proviſion for Wives and Children, "upon 
which ſectritÞ& proviſion by their euſtoms, marri- 
ages have been made'wech will be thereby;defeated. 
Belides,the number of ©Orphans that will be deſpe- 
rately undone,' there being no fund of ſtock-lefe to 
pay-thein, as they. are almoſt undone alteady by 
b. ackruptingthe fund of City credit(which would 
eyerlaſtingiy hve made goovd payment to their Or 
.phans ) By the impending @ze 1rranto. * A very 
ſpreadirig ar.d {ore calamity; and*to be remembred 
| , x with 
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choue go Eid is 

IL as 564, 2nd made de- 

: thiz. great Numbers of the 
bje ed the worſt calamitys of War 

ia time of our Land: peace.. -It is better to be kyl'd 
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dern.mea*ro make, all, ſure, have again baack- 

rupted, the Credit of the great Seal ; have taken a- 

, way the ptanck,w*® was aliow'd to keep theſe poor 
wretches from. ſinking after the wreck mide by 
their Predeceſlors... They have vacated the great 
Seal, that made proviſion for their intereſt money 
without any.,fear or. ew of that fate, that hap- 
pend among their Predeceſicrs, for ia this too they 
govern us according to Law... 

The confideratiou of theſe Evils ( fince they have 
ways at preſent to bring whom they pleaſe into the 
offices'of authority and truſt in the City ) will per- 
ſwade them perhaps to attempt no farther alterati- 
on inthe Cities rights,. then their diſmiſſing them. 
ſelves for 'ever of the right of chooſing Sherifs for 
the Counties of London and Middleſex, But this is 

ſa far from being, done. by any Authority ,in the 
| Com--- 


the WI 


- Which will plain r by the ſhort Hiſt 
of Sheriffs, opt Ys. Chjorm. | TheSho. 
riffs in the time of the 54xo»s, were chooſen by the - 
Frecholders in the County Courts The Saxox 
Laws were confirmed by the firſt »williew, as ap. 
pears by the Chronicon Leitchfeldenſe, cited by Mr. 
Lambert in his_Archajonomis 158. But this 
Right of the Counties to chooſe their Sheriffs, 


was arbitrarily diſturbed by a plenitude'of power ic 
the confuſed and troubled times of william _ 


H. 1, King Stephen. But it appears by 'the' Re- 
cords of z yen ſome Counties il recained 
their Antient rights, and chooſe their Sheriffs. By 
the 28 Ed. 1, The Counties were reſtored to- or 
confirmed in Their Antient rights of choofing;She. 
riffs, where the Shriefalties had not been b 
granted in Fee, which were granted by 
croachment of power minss juſfe, but by ths Law 
ſuch grants were confirmed, [21323 Fe; 

By the Statute of 9. £4. 2. It was ordained, that 
the Sheriffs ſhould be aſfigned by the Chancellor, 
Treaſurer, Barons of the Exchequer. and the Ju- 
ltices, This Statute is interpreted not to extend to 
theſe Shrieffalties that were granted'in Fee: -But 

fuch 


futh are inteadediercdpted:t As 'it hath been always on- 
derſtood, * that particular*rights are not extinguithed by ge- 
neral Laws. This is the Accompr of the Hiſtory of the Law 
of Shrieffalries-in General. ' | , -. (7 $2 meat l 
Todiſcend to'the Sheriffs of Loxdon, wil/;zz2 the Conque- 
ror ſoon afcer this Confirmation of 'the Laws of EZxgland, 
(in Parliament by his Baronage, which then mace the Ex- 
gli. Parliaments) whereby the Counties were contirmed 
in their Rights to chooſe their Sheriffs.grants by his Charter 
confirmed 1n Parliament Civib:s Londini totim diftam Civi- 
tatem o& Vicecomitatim L- K. Arch. Lond. tol.' 120. That is, 
he grants that they ſhall- conttnue a City and County, and 
. the right of choſing Sheriffs ſhall continue to them, That 
which was their right before become by his Charter bet- 
ter eſtablithed, An antient prudence and caution of Sub- 
jets un tranſatting with their Kings, us'd more eſpecially 
by our Anceſtors (viz)-to have 'their Right-and Laws by 
way of Grant & Charter from the Crownz. for thote Mighty 
Kings that will not be confin'd by Laws, yer have held them- 
felves bound byitheir Charters and Grants. - Which made 
our Anceſtors put-the Confirmation of their moſt precious 
Laws and Rights' under that form, for their better Eſta» 
bliſhment. And this Charter of King wi//am was to the like 
purpoſe, that he ſhould not by his power break. in upon the 
Rights of the County of the City:of Lowdon, of making their' 
Sheriffs or other the Rights of the.Ciry. © 11 Pino UT 
- By this: it appears, that. rhe making- Sheriffs/belongs to 
the City by a Common Law right, by an Appotatment' of 
the*Common: Law, as to their particulat riever yetchang'd 
by any; Statute Law, nor can this-right: therefore: be alter- 
ed or diſplac't, but by A& of Parliament. is 
The Sheriffalty, of Middleſex -was granted by H> 1. to 
the City upon this reaſon, the better ro-enable the _ to' 
op in ep 
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keep the Peace, for many Murders, Rapins and Villanies be- 
ing commicted on the City, the woult thereupon © 
fly ioto 24iddleſer, and the Citizens having no power 'df Ju- 
riſdiction in thar County, . the Offenders often ot 

This Charter hath been confirmed amongſt other their 
Charters, by ſeveral Acts of Parliament. The conſequence 
whereof is, that the Sheriffalty of Ariddte/ex is not to be dil: 
plac'r from the City, but by A of Parliament, which 1s 
thus remonſtrated, : 

A grant made by rhe Crown ( confirmed 1n Parliament ) 
of any Eſtate, profit or emolument whatſoever, which can 
amount to no-more than a creating or transferring a right, 
thar right may certainly be furrendred of regranted to rhe 
Crown, of as the proprietor pleaſeth, 

But the grant of ar authority or power confirmed by A 
of Parliament, that refers to adminiſtration of juſtice, 4 
grant of fuch a Nature as this is under fuch an-inducement, 
as is contained in the mentioned grant of the Sheriffs of 27id- 
aleſex#to the City of Zondow, doth not only create a right 
bur gives att authority, directs how a publick Office ſhall 
be adminiftred, and is a Law fore governing that marter, 
and conſequently makes” a perpetuity of that office inthe 
City, and it is not in the Powerof the City to transfet or 
extinguiſh-it, of innovate the Dire&ion and! Order of the 
Eaw therein ſo made and provided. % 

The Sheriffalty of aziddieſex is become. upon the marter 
wa per the Sheritfalty of ZLon«oy, or to ſpeak more pto- 

y vmited. 

Lhe Sheriffs of Lonasn are always Sheriffs of Middleſex, 
and ate not chooſen thereto by a diſtin queſtion'in the: 
Cm q al | 

But fot that ic is not generally anderſtood' how x Corpo» 
ration or Society of men: muy diſuogporate atid diffolvethem- 
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( 42-) wth 
ſelves, andleaſt an inconfiderable minorivy - which ſhell pre- 
tend:themiclvesrhe Majority, and'though\bue ewe hundred 
4 rar three thoufand,. and take upon thems 
ves todillolve the Corporation of the City, 

Tho their skill in Arichmetick-is berrex than-their Honeſty, 
4 _ ſhortly diſcourſe how a Society of -Men may be dif- 

v 

Agreater number cannot diſſolve a _ politick,every man 
hath a Negative agaiaſt a diſſolution of that Body whereof he 
2 member, tho he is to be concluded by the majority in a» 
ny matter determinable, and governable by thar Society. 
A Majority doth not determine a lefs number in'theſtate of 
nature, every mans particu'ar conſent was neceffary ro make 
him a member of any fociety,and (oitis:ro unmember hint. 
Fhat a majority concludes the leſs-number is by the agree- 
meat of all that enter into that ſociety, wirhout-which no - 
ſociety can ſubfiſt. But whether they ſhall continue to'be a 
ſociety or no is a queſtion,in which the members of thar (6- 
ciety do admit themſelves ar li , and a& at that time as 
in the ſtate of nature,” and therefore the Majority cantiot 
bind the few in this Queſtion, and diffolve the Soctery. 

No man can be a member of any Society without his own 
conlent, But every Member of a Society gives his Faith #- 
ſo fao by becoming ſo, to everyone of that Sociery, to ſup- 
port and maint41n it. 

No man can propound any queſtion without Leave, firſt 
had of the Society for diflolving that Sociery, for to do tt 
otheswite is to traafgrels againſt the Faith, that he owes to 
the Comunalty. 

When ſuch a Q reſtion is with Leave of the Soctery pro- 
pounded,. a Majority cannot diffolve that Sociery as to the _. .*? 
Diftenters, and theſe that are willing to continue it, bor oY 
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- fuch Majority at-the moſt (if that ) have but a Leave to 
out of that Society & diſmember themfelves,w® ſeems ro 
yielded them implicitly, in giving leave to put the Queſtion: 

But if ſuch Queftion be put without leave, firſt had of the 
Comunalty, the propounder deſerves a punifhment to be 1n- 
flited upon him, | 

If the minority be big enough to maintain & ſupport the 
ends of the Corporation, the minority is ſtill the Corpo» 
ration, .. 

If any' ſingle Perſon is unwilling the Society. ſhould be 
diſſolved, and this Corporation is- under the Government 
of any greater Society of Men, as a Corporation within a | 
Polity,this ſingle perſon may require, and proſecute the re- 
volters from the Society. to abide in that Community. 

Theſe ſocieties of men, that are form'd by the foveraign 
Authority.cannot diflolve or make the terms of their Socis | 
ety-and the Order and Rule of governing them, other than 
is appointed by the Charter of Incorporation. oo 
. Nay itis a Queſtion whether a King can change it, who * 
hath not the Power of making Laws, 

For the terms of their Society, their: Order and Rule of 
Government 1s the Condition of Incorporating, and upon | 
theie terms they conſent to be incorporated,” no.man by our 
Law is cormpellable to be incorporated againſt his own ltking, 
' Roll, 1, Rep, Baggs Caſe. | 

And agreeable hereto changes in the Govetnmeat of the 
. City of Zonaen, from the firſt Charters have been made by 
Acts of Parliament, Ads \of Parliament was made for. the 
Diviſion of a Ward, and for altering the Election and Con- 
tinuance of the Office of an Alderman for Liſe, whereas in 
the firſt Charters they. were chooſen annually, and not to 
' be chooſen the next Year ; I ſhall here tranſcribe the As 
themſelves, which are not printed but ſupplied to me by 
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my worthy Friend Mr. Petyr, whoſe enquiry nothing ,- 
that is notable in;our Records hath eſcaped, 
The Commons in the Parliament 7. R. 2, prayed the 


. King for the; maintenance of peace and tranquility 4a the 


City. of Loxdop for the time tv come, by reaſon. that all 
the Aldermen were chooſen from year to year at the Feaſt 


.of St. Gregory the Pope, and -none- of them could be re-e- 


leted for the year enſuing, and others put-in their 
places to- the great- endamagement of. the” City. The 
Commons therefore pray the King to grant to- the 
Mayor, and Commons of the City and their Succeſlors 


in that preſent .Parliament, that the Aldermen to be e- 


lected from year to. year .at- the ſaid, Fealt franchement 
Ezluz be freely .choolen, and that-of the moſt ſufficient 
perſons, and good fame,of thoſe who had been Aldermen, 


- as others, per le Gardes de 1a Citee by the Wards of the City, 


Saving to the Wards their free Ele&tion in manner afore- - 
ſaid : To which the King an{wer'd Le Roy le voet & Grante, 
to endure ſo long: as good Governmeart fhould be in the- 
City, by reaſon of that. clauſe. Rot. Parl. 7*%, R, 24- 
Numb, 24.. 

In the Parliament-172. R, 2% - amb, 25. It was ordain- 
ed, that the Aldermen ſhould not be removed $azz honeſt 
e reaſqnable cauſes, without reaſonable Cauſe. 

In the ſame Parliamenc Numb.27, upon the Petition of 
the Mayor,Aldermen and Commons ih the {aid City, by rea- 
fon of the” greatneſs of the Ward-of Farringdon, which was - 
tyo -great to be governed by one Alderman, The King 
grants that /es Gents de la diteGard of Farringdon within,might 
choole one Alderman, and thole of Farrin:zdon without ano- 
ther, and that both thoſe Aldermen ſo chooſen ſhould not 
be removed $; xox per caule reaſonable, as it was ordained 
by. the King in Parliament to the: Aldermen of the ſaid City. _- 
But © 


vg (#4) 

' Butthough the Government of ſuch Societics and Cor- - 
porations may be elanged by Law. Yet no Law can change 
- the Government of Kingdoms and Common- wealths, and 
#iter the terms of Government and Obedience eſtablithhed : 
nothing can do this but chanee, and time, violence, and an 
irreſiſtible Power. 
- "But every Engliſh man ought from the Nature of his 
| Allegiance, to defend the Engliſh Monatchy with his Life 

under the Authority of the Goverament, and the protedi- | 
on, of Laws. ' | 

To conclude, the 'beſt way to ſhew our Loyalty to. the 
King is to think honorably of His Majeſty, to account his 
Perfon Sacred as-it is, 2nd himſelf impeccable, for ſo our 
Government hath made him by impuration, which is the 
higheſt Prerogative of the Crown, and a notable inſtance 
of the wiſdom of our Goverament. | 


Imferij Majeſftas Tutele Salus. 


tural theſe confonnding apprebenſions aye, from the death 
of a good King\bitterly bewail'd by almolt all of his |ub- 

"2&ti0n, : 
It is too unreaſonable, :L2* we ſhould offer up ovr antient 
Government, 
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Wray {F.) | | 
Opverftitiedr, dt _—_ us liberties, our Religion it ſelf 
fin on OG of ich he dyed) co tittode fot the guile of 
ar iaconfiderable part of the Nattoti, that was eiigaged in 
that deteſtable fa, and are lince gone to thei? proper place, 

his is hard that we mutt looſe out Government and have 
ho mire Enyglich Kings, to explate for their guilt, 

We di ſtisiv our Loyalty, bur diſcover an ignomidions 
bajcieS; if we yeeld a> our righ:s at the pe Waſton of & 
* Courtier, who tells its it is fot rhe Kings Service : whetl fie 
is thereb, promoting his own advantages 4rd roſes, aint 
thifcios for indeminity upoa the ruin of the Government, 
Phitzrch in his-treatiſe me Srvlze;,p, biſe ſneiking fays. that 
the 4#.ricks became flaves,becauſe they could not prohounce 
the word No, and gave deayal t- Sycohants atd flat- 
tefers. | : | 

If theſe Coutriets, really and. honeſtly thoughr. it were 
for His Mzjcities Service, that alt Authorities wy Digniries 
in the Government ſhould be held precactotiſly of t 
Crown, they ought to hold their honors and ſeflion in Par- 
liament by the ſame tenure, for thae thoſe that ſhall inherit 
to them may be wiſer than themſclves, for:this rhere way is 
their folly, and their poſterities (I hope) will not-approve; 
their doings... - | 

When our Preachers exhort to obedience, they oughr not: 
to be hear&if they pres us beyond the terms of _—s 
that the Government hath eſtabliſh:d.. And we may dhti- 
fully infift (notwithſtanding) to have the benefit of ſuch 
Laws, that the power of the Government can make to pre» 
ſerve us in the peaceable enjoyment of our Religion, when: 
we have a Proteſtant King. | 

When they exhorr vs to Chriſtian patience, they ſhould 
not forget to tell the People, that they are not bound to- 
ſuffer,” but where the Chriſtian virtue'of Fortitude - = 
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Sor "frw nh | LESS on King 560 meddle not. ws 
given to ch ang, for their Caltmly  Jbell: ariſe 
nly ago who rho. B wine of them toth? If is nat 
e reſ} ſpett of Perſons in Fudement, He that laith Ws , 
ks thou art righteous, him ſhall the People curſe, Nats 
5 [hall abhoy. him. But to them that rebuke him bas be ae- 
, #nd a goed Bleſſing ſhall come upon them. "If thou faint in 
i by of adverſity, thy ſtrength is ſmall, If thou forbear. to 
* Meliv liver them Ft are drawn unto death, and thoſe that are ready, 
fo be flair : If thou ſaif behold we knew it not ;, doth not he that 
 pondereth, F4 « Heart conſider it * and be that keepeth thy Soul, 
2h a That ow it, andſhall not herender to every Man accord: 
Irorke: : | 
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